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by Ryan Janke 
      For over four decades 
‘Too Tall’ Tom Szymanski 
has brought his fun, boister-
ous, and sometimes in-your-
face style to weather 
forecasting. Tom has seen 
and done it all when it comes 
to meteorology. He’s an 
Emmy Award winner, a His-
tory Channel sensation, a 
Green Bay Packers fanatic, 

and avid golfer. And he can 
tell you all about sublima-
tion too.  
      Tom started his career in 
Nebraska in 1981. He said 
his first job in media was 
handed to him by a friend 
who had to leave his job at a 
radio station.  
      “He was doing morning 
weather,” Tom said. “He 
asked me, ‘do you want to 
just take my job?’ I said, 
sure.' No experience, noth-
ing. I didn't have to go in for 
an interview. I didn't have to 
do anything. I just walked in 
one day and the job was 
mine.” 
      Tom said it wasn’t nec-
essarily off to the races from 

there. 
       “I got fired after six 
months because my boss 
told me I was terrible - right 
to my face, by the way,” 
Tom said. “He told me I 
would never make it in this 
line of work.” 
       It might have been 
harsh, but Tom turned the 
humbling experience into a 
life-long mission to prove 

his old boss wrong. 
       “I would send him clip-
pings and pictures of all the 
awards I won in my career, 
and progress of where I am, 
and where I'm working at 
now,” Tom said. 
       Tom has had plenty to 
share with his old boss, in-
cluding the fact that he's won 
Emmy Awards for television 
broadcasting, which ranks 
among his proudest achieve-
ments. Tom was advised by 
a mentor to use his personal-
ity - some sort of ‘schtick’ to 
get the viewers attention - 
and he did.  
 
TOO TALL: 
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PRE-OWNED 2023 BUICK
ENCORE GX
Essence AWD

$35,975

PRE-OWNED 2020 NISSAN ARMADA
4x4 SV

$33,900

PRE-OWNED 2021 BUICK
ENVISION

AWD 4DR AVENIR

$38,900

PRE-OWNED 2022 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 LTD

Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive
High Country

$59,900

PRE-OWNED 2021 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 3500HD

CREW CAB STANDARD BOX 4-WHEEL
DRIVE HIGH COUNTRY

$74,900

PRE-OWNED 2021 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500

Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive LT

$47,900

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Crew Cab Standard Box 4-Wheel Drive WT

$45,525

PRE-OWNED 1996 FORD F-350
CHASSIS CAB

$7,995

PRE-OWNED 2019 FORD F-150
XLT 4WD SuperCrew 5.5’ Box

$34,995

PRE-OWNED 2018 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 3500HD

4WD Crew Cab 171.5” WB, 59.06”
CA WT

$55,995

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel

Drive LT 1LT

$60,970

PRE-OWNED 2019 FORD SUPER DUTY
F-550 DRW

XL 4WD CREW CAB 203” WB 84” CA

$57,595

PRE-OWNED 2016 FORD F-150
4WD SuperCab 6-1/2 Ft Box XL

$22,900

PRE-OWNED 2018 FORD
EXPLORER

XLT 4WD

$27,995

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive RST

$63,260

PRE-OWNED 2019 FORD SUPER
DUTY F-550 DRW

XLT 4WD Crew Cab 203” WB 84” CA

$58,995

PRE-OWNED 2017 FORD EXPLORER
XLT 4WD

$20,995

PRE-OWNED 2020 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500

Crew Cab Standard Box 4-Wheel Drive LT

$39,995

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive RST

$65,890

PRE-OWNED 2017 FORD F-150
XL 4WD SuperCrew 5.5’ Box

$31,900

PRE-OWNED 2018 FORD MUSTANG
GT Premium Fastback

$39,995

NEW 2022 CHEVROLET TRAX
LT AWD Midnight Edition

$25,180

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
AWD 4dr RS

$35,890

NEW 2024 CHEVROLET TRAX
FWD 4dr ACTIV

$24,995

PRE-OWNED 2019 FORD F-150
XLT 4WD SuperCab 6.5’ Box

$33,995

$22,995

PRE-OWNED 2014 FORD SUPER
DUTY F-350 SRW

4WD Crew Cab 6-3/4 Ft Box Lariat

$3,900

PRE-OWNED 2002 FORD TAURUS
Local Owner, 157,000 Miles, Great MPG

$8,995

PRE-OWNED 2002 CHEVROLET S-10

$38,900

PRE-OWNED 2018 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500

CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE LT Z71

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET COLORADO
Crew Cab Short Box 2-Wheel Drive LT

$40,290

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE
AWD 3LT

$47,905

PRE-OWNED 2019 DODGE
GRAND CARAVAN

SXT Wagon

$22,900

PRE-OWNED 2013 CHRYSLER 200
4dr Sdn Touring

$7,995

PRE-OWNED 2021 TIFFIN ALLEGRO

$279,995

PRE-OWNED 2018 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500

Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive LT Z71

$28,995

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive

High Country

$75,550

PRE-OWNED 2017 FORD MUSTANG
Shelby GT350 Fastback

$59,995

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET BLAZER
RS AWD

$48,130

NEW 2023 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel

Drive ZR2

$75,945

$32,900

PRE-OWNED 2019 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE

AWD 1LZ

$5,595

PRE-OWNED 2009 FORD FLEX
4dr SEL AWD

$31,995

PRE-OWNED 2018
CHEVROLET COLORADO

Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive Z71

$28,900

PRE-OWNED 2011 KEYSTONE
MONTANA 3750FL

TOO TALL TOM: 
Famous, fun, and 
(mostly) accurate

“You still have to give accurate in-
formation or else you're gonna look 

like a clown.” —Tom Szymanski  

Tom Szymanski: Even sitting down, he’s still tall.
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       Watching Tom forecast the 
weather was must-see TV. From 
snapping his wrist as he pointed to 
temperatures, to giving tempera-
tures nicknames like ‘Double 
Nickels’ for 55 degrees or ‘the 
Snowman’ for 8, to getting right up 
into the camera and almost into 
your living room, Tom's personal-
ity shined. 
       “If you're going to do that, you 
still have to give accurate informa-
tion or else you're gonna look like 
a clown,” Tom said. “It worked for 
several decades. As I've gotten 
older, I've settled back into more of 
a calm delivery. I'm kind of going 
reverse, but I can pull it out when I 
want to.”  
       He’s also been able to share 
with that old boss that he gained 
national attention in 1996 for doing 
the weather out in the parking lot 
in -40 degree temperatures.  
       “I was freezing my hands off. 
My feet were getting numb. All of 
a sudden I came up with this idea. 
I told the camera guy to go inside, 
get a coffee cup, fill it with hot 
water, nuke it, bring it out, and I'm 
gonna throw it in the air,” Tom 
said. “I took that coffee cup, and I 
threw it up in the air, and all of a 
sudden it just looked like a big puff 
of smoke, a big old fog came out." 
       The next day, Tom was on the 
Today Show throwing more hot 
water in the air. To make sure that 
trick didn't get stale, he added a 
new one.  
       “It was so cold, I took an apple 
and threw it against a brick wall 
and it turned into, like, sawdust,” 
Tom said. “Then, I took a banana 
and pounded a spike into a board 
with it. Oh, they loved that.” 
       Eventually, the History Chan-

nel got ahold of the video and 
within a couple of weeks, he was 
watching other people on national 
television throwing hot water in the 
air and turning it to fog.  
       Tom’s career took many turns 
over the years. He went back and 
forth between radio and television 
before landing at KFGO in Fargo 
in 2015 where he reports from his 
Weather Cave. And it is somewhat 
of a cave, lit only by two monitors 
- one for his computer, the other for 
a radar - and a lamp he uses to take 
notes.  
       Whether it’s kids or adults, 
‘Too Tall’ loves to talk weather and 
answer questions, like, how can the 
wind be blowing one direction, 
with a storm coming in from an-
other? 
       “When you have a low pres-
sure area, the wind around low 
pressure systems in the northern 
hemisphere rotates counterclock-
wise, and in toward the center of 
the low,” Tom answered. “I always 
tell people, if you're standing out-
side and you're facing the wind, 
you point to the right and that's 
where the low pressure system is. 
So, even though a storm could be 
approaching from the west, the 
wind is coming out of the east. 
That's because the wind is blowing 
in toward the low pressure sys-
tem.” 
       He’s seen plenty over the years 
and learned a lot about how 
weather acts depending on the ge-
ography where he’s forecasting. 
Overall, forecasting has also im-
proved. He attributes that to several 
things.  
       “Satellite imagery and tech-
nology has gotten a lot better as far 
as zooming in and with the fine 
satellite imagery. Radar has im-
proved a lot. Computer models 
have improved dramatically,” Tom 
said.  

       Tom said one thing that's not 
talked about much is that a lot of 
people are more interested in 
weather nowadays, giving meteo-
rologists more eyes on the sky. 
       Along with the increased fas-
cination with weather comes 
some…interesting commentary. 
Recently, videos hit social media 
questioning whether snow was real 
because when a lighter or torch 
was taken to them, snowballs 
wouldn't 'melt.' They just disap-
peared. 

       "When snow melts, you go 
from the solid phase to the liquid 
phase, and eventually to the gas 
phase where it evaporates," Tom 
said. "In this case, the change in 
temperature was so fast that the 
snow skipped the liquid phase and 
went straight to the gas phase and 
just kind of disappeared in the air. 
The word to describe that is subli-
mation." 
       Oddly enough, Tom said that's 
not the craziest weather conspiracy 
he's heard. 
       "You ever heard that tornadoes 
don't go over rivers?" Tom asked. 
"They do. If you live near a river or 

a lake, and there's a tornado warn-
ing, you're not safe. A tornado does 
not know there's water there. Even 
if there's alligators in it, they will 
still go over the river." 
       When he’s not in the Weather 
Cave, Tom spends much of his 
time watching the Green Bay Pack-
ers or golfing. Many people won-
der if it’s possible for a man who 
stood 6’10” at his peak to be a 
good golfer. Tom chuckled that we 
need to define ‘good,’ for him to 
answer that question. 
       “When I was younger, I was a 
little bit better,” Tom said. “I play 
for the fun of the game now. I'm 
decent, I guess, but a lot of people 
think because I play a lot that I'm 
this really great golfer when I'm re-
ally not. I like to play. I play a lot.”  
       Tom said he tries to play 100 
rounds a year. His record is over 
200. He’s a member at Maple 
River Golf Course in Mapleton, 
North Dakota, but plays in Moor-
head, Minnesota occasionally, and 
plays in Arizona every year. He’s 
also played in, among other places, 
Florida, Scotland, Ireland, and - of 
all places - Iceland. 
       “We were there in May of 
2019,” Tom said. “What was really 
interesting was how long the days 
are because that's the Land of the 
Midnight Sun. We teed off at just 
after 8 p.m. We were getting off the 
golf course around midnight, and it 
was still light out. It's really kind of 
weird.” 
       Tom said he'd like to get back 
to Alaska, Ireland, or Scotland and 
golf there again, but other than that, 
his bucket list of courses he'd like 
to play isn't all that long. 
       "If the plane ride wasn't so 
long, I would love to play golf in 
Australia, but I don't think I can 
handle [the plane ride]," Tom said. 
"I think I've kind of played where I 
want to in the U.S. [except] maybe 

Augusta National, but I'll never get 
on that golf course. It costs too 
much and you have to know the 
right people, and I don't." 
       Golf isn’t the only sport Tom 
has been known for. He played bas-
ketball at Western Michigan Uni-
versity in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
and East Carolina University in 
Greenville, North Carolina. During 
his college career, Tom played 
against several men who went on 
to play professionally, including 
one household name. 
       “I played against Magic John-
son once in a game,” Tom said 
coolly, but with a sparkle in his 
eyes. “I don't think he remembers 
me. I'm a couple years older than 
him. We used to watch him in the 
dorm room on what they called 
Closed Circuit TV. They broadcast 
all his [high school] games 
statewide. All of a sudden, here he 
is. I did have a few baskets - three 
of them to be exact, but he had a 
few more than I did. He got the bet-
ter of me by… not even close. It 
was kind of awe-inspiring.” 
       Tom said he's had a great ca-
reer. He's been to a lot of places 
and seen a lot of things.  
       "I've seen all kinds of crazy 
weather in my day, predicted all 
kinds of crazy weather," Tom said. 
"My first TV job in Mankato, Min-
nesota, 1989, there were six torna-
does on the ground within 10 miles 
of the TV station, and it was my 
second year of broadcasting. I've 
been in two hurricanes." 
       Tom said he's been there, done 
that and realizes his career won't 
last forever. 
       "Eventually, within the next 
couple of years, I'm sure I will ei-
ther semi-retire or fully retire, but 
I'll look back on it and I'll say, 
'overall, I did the right thing,'" Tom 
said. 
       I think we'd all agree, Tom. 

Tom Szymanski is an ND legend



       As the 2023 grazing 
season approaches, North 
Dakota State University Ex-
tension specialists provide 
an outlook for this year’s 
forage production. 
       “Despite residual im-
pacts of the 2021 drought, 
we had good forage produc-
tion in 2022 due to high rain-
fall in the fall of 2021 and 
timely spring rainfall,” says 
Miranda Meehan, NDSU 
Extension livestock environ-
mental stewardship special-
ist. “However, as we moved 
into summer and fall, precip-
itation was below normal 
across the state, causing 
drought conditions to re-
turn.” 
       As of March 1, 70% of 
the state is experiencing 
some level of drought. 
       The two factors that will 
influence forage production 
in 2023 are April through 
June precipitation and graz-
ing management in 2022. 
       Fall plant tiller develop-
ment has a direct impact on 
plant growth during the sub-
sequent year for all cool-sea-
son grasses, which are 
dominant in our grassland. 
Cool-season grass tillers, 
such as western wheatgrass, 
Kentucky bluegrass, smooth 
brome grass, green needle-
grass and crested wheat-
grass, that developed from 
late August through early 
October are the first plants to 
green-up in the spring. If 
these tillers are eaten or die 
due to drought, then spring 
growth must occur from new 
tillers developed in April and 
May. 
       “Unfortunately, the fall 
drought conditions likely 
impacted tiller develop-
ment,” says Kevin Sedivec, 
NDSU Extension rangeland 
management specialist. 
“Heavy grazing during the 

fall that resulted in the re-
moval of the growing point 
(between the bottom two 
leaves) from tillers will 
cause additional stress and 
tiller mortality. In the event 
of high fall tiller mortality, 
grasses will need to develop 
a new tiller in the spring, de-
laying growth two to four 
weeks.” 
       Tillers that develop in 
the spring come from buds 
that broke dormancy in the 
spring, usually when soil 
temperatures stay about 40 
degrees Fahrenheit for three 

or more days, whereas the 
tillers established in the fall 
will grow as soon as temper-
atures reach 32 degrees for 
five consecutive days. 
       A photo of a new west-
ern wheatgrass tiller taken in 
October, the growing point 
is located between the first 
two leaves and is elevated as 
the plant grows. Photo taken 
by Kevin Sedivec. 

       Heavy grazing use in 
the fall not only delays 
growth but causes reductions 
in overall plant growth and 
forage production. Data col-
lected by NDSU Extension 
found that severe grazing 
use, greater than 80% re-
moval of available forage, 
reduces growth of cool-sea-
son grasses and forage pro-
duction. Forage production 
was reduced by as much as 
57% on sites evaluated as 
having severe grazing use 
the previous fall. 
       2022 forage production 

in pounds per acre as influ-
enced by grazing use slight-
moderate (<40%), full 
(40%-60%), close (60%-
80%) and severe (>80%) in 
the fall of 2022. 
       In addition to manage-
ment, April through June 
precipitation drives forage 
production in North Dakota. 
Due to the dominance of 
cool-season grasses, rains 

during this period are re-
sponsible for 80% to 90% of 
forage production in the 
state. 
       To help plan for the 
2023 grazing season, NDSU 
Extension developed the fol-
lowing scenarios based on 
precipitation and manage-
ment: 
       •If spring precipitation 
is normal, expect a delay in 
plant development and lower 
production due to a loss in 
tiller development following 
the dry fall. Further reduc-
tions will occur if pastures 

were grazed heavily in the 
fall. 
       •If spring precipitation 
is 130% or more above nor-
mal, expect normal to above 
normal forage production. 
       •If spring precipitation 
is below normal, expect re-
duced forage production and 
a decline in forage quality 
earlier in the season. 
       “Regardless of spring 

precipitation, ranchers 
should prepare for a one- to 
two-week delay in growth 
this spring due to poor tiller 
development this fall,” says 
Meehan. “This delay will be 
greater on pastures that were 
grazed heavily this fall due 
to increased tiller mortality. 
Expect pastures that re-
ceived heavy use in the fall 
to have reduced forage pro-
duction this year.” 
       To prevent further re-
ductions in plant health and 
production, Meehan and Se-
divec recommend delaying 
pasture turn-out until the 
dominant forage species in a 
pasture reach grazing readi-
ness. Grazing readiness for 
most domesticated pasture is 
at the 3-leaf stage, whereas 
grazing readiness for most 
native range grasses is the 3 
1/2-leaf stage. 
       “When production is 
low due to delayed tiller de-
velopment, it becomes easy 
to run out of forage more 
quickly if you go to full 
stock too early, leading to 
over-use,” says Sedivec. 
“This over-use during early 
green-up leads to reduced 
plant vigor and reduced leaf 
area, impacting photosynthe-
sis and reducing food (car-
bohydrate) stored in roots. In 
the end, you may sacrifice 
45% to 60% of forage pro-
duction for the year by graz-
ing too early.” 
       Timely precipitation is 
critical to forage growth and 
production, equally critical 
is the use of management 
practices that maintain 
healthy, vigorous plant com-
munities that can withstand 
disturbances. Regardless of 
what spring brings we en-
courage you to have a 
drought plan in place with 
well defined trigger dates to 
reduce risk on your ranch.
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2023 grazing season looking up

BANK  
OF NORTH 

DAKOTA   
2022 ANNUAL 

REPORT 
      BISMARCK, N.D. – 
The state-owned Bank of 
North Dakota (BND) re-
ported total record assets of 
$10.2 billion at year-end 
2022. The growth enabled 
the Bank to increase its loan 
portfolio to a record $5.4 bil-
lion in loans to the state’s 
farmers and ranchers, busi-
ness owners and students in 
North Dakota. In addition, 
the Bank reported a record 
profit of $191.2 million in 
2022, up $47 million from 
2021. 
       The total loan portfolio 
grew by $765 million in 
2022 consisting of: 
- Nearly $3.2 billion in busi-
ness loans, an increase of 
$675 million. 
- Agriculture loans of $710 
million, an increase of $8 
million. 
- Student loans of $83 mil-
lion, a decrease of $41 mil-
lion since last year. 
       The return on invest-
ment to North Dakota was a 
healthy 19%, according to 
information presented to the 
Industrial Commission 
(Commission) in BND’s an-
nual report today. In addition 
to these portfolios, BND ad-
ministers nearly $1 billion in 
legislative-directed loan pro-
grams, including school con-
struction, state 
infrastructure, water projects 
and disaster recovery. 
       “BND’s annual report is 
a reflection of how well 
things are going in North 
Dakota,” said members of 
the Commission in a joint 
statement. The Commission, 
consisting of Gov. Doug 
Burgum as chairman, Attor-
ney General Drew Wrigley, 
and Agriculture Commis-
sioner Doug Goehring, over-
sees BND. “Bank of North 
Dakota partners with local 
lenders to provide economic 
advantages to our residents 
and plays a key role in help-
ing the private sector grow 
the state’s economy.” 
       Student loan borrowers 
also benefitted from the 
Bank’s strong position. 
Those who have refinanced 
their loans with a variable in-
terest rate received only a 
1% increase in their interest 
rate when market rates in-
creased by four times that 
amount during the last year. 
       “While profit numbers 
may grab headlines, that is 
not what motivates us. 
Rather it is being able to sup-
port the needs of local com-
munities, business owners, 
farmers and ranchers 
through our loan programs,” 
stated Todd Steinwand, 
BND president. “I am ex-
tremely proud of our team, 
who in partnership with 
local lenders, delivers these 
valuable programs.” 
       Complete copies of the 
2022 Annual Report are 
available at www.bnd.nd 
.gov.

A healthy pasture means healthy cattle.

Fall plant tiller development has a direct impact on plant growth  
during the subsequent year for all cool-season grasses.
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By Joe Janzen, De-
partment of Agricultural and 
Consumer Economics, Uni-
versity of Illinois and Carl 
Zulauf, Department of Agri-
cultural, Environmental and 
Development Economics, 
Ohio State University 

The impacts of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict on 
Ukrainian corn and wheat 
supply are reassessed at the 
war’s one-year anniversary. 
Ukraine’s corn and wheat 
production and exports are 
of broad interest because 
they comprise a significant 
share of the global market 
for these crops. Overall, corn 
and wheat exports from 
Ukraine in the 2021/22 mar-
keting year were down 20% 
from projections made be-
fore the conflict. For 
2022/23, large declines in 
exports of approximately 
one-half to two-thirds were 
initially anticipated but those 
initial worst fears about lost 
or stranded Ukrainian agri-
cultural supplies have not 
been realized. After spiking 
in the months following the 
start of the war, commodity 
prices have moderated to 
pre-war levels which remain 
high in historic terms. Going 
forward, corn and wheat 
markets will balance supply 
response to high prices oc-
curring in other major pro-
duction regions with the 
prospects for continued war-
induced supply losses in 
Ukraine. 

February 24, 2023 
marked the one-year an-
niversary of the Russian in-

vasion of Ukraine. On that 
date, Russian forces dramat-
ically escalated the existing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, ini-
tiating a “special military op-
eration” intent on seizing 
Ukrainian territory including 
the capital of Kyiv. In the 
year since, Ukraine has re-
sisted the invasion with as-
sistance from European and 
American allies. 

The war has caused sig-

nificant damage to Ukrain-
ian agriculture, particular in 
eastern regions most im-
pacted by fighting. Recent 
estimates  from the Kyiv 
School of Economics sug-
gest over $6.6 billion in agri-
cultural infrastructure has 
been destroyed. The war has 
also substantially limited the 
ability of Ukrainian farmers 
to grow and ship their crops. 
The same source estimates 

the war has imposed an ad-
ditional $36.2 billion in indi-
rect costs to agriculture, 
mainly in the form of fore-
gone production and higher 
logistics costs for continuing 
agricultural exports. 

Lost Ukrainian agricul-
tural production due to the 
war is of global significance 
because Ukraine is a major 
exporter of grains and 
oilseeds – especially corn 

and wheat as discussed in 
this article but also barley, 
sunflower and sun oil, and 
other commodities. 
(See: farmdoc daily, Febru-
ary 28, 2022) Figures 1 and 
2 show how Ukraine’s share 
of world corn and wheat ex-
ports grew between 2000 
and 2020 as international 
trade expanded. In this time, 
expanding Ukrainian exports 
captured an increasing share 

of world trade. In the three 
marketing years prior to the 
war (2018/19, 2019/20, and 
2020/21), Ukraine’s exports 
made up 15% of world corn 
trade and 10% of world 
wheat trade. In this period, 
Ukraine was the world’s 
fourth largest corn exporting 
country and the fifth largest 
wheat exporting country. 

UKRAINE AG: 
continued on page 7 

Insurance by North Dakotans

For North Dakotans

From the fertile Red
River Valley to the 
majestic Badlands,
Farmers Union 
Insurance is dedicated
to serving North
Dakota. Let our agents
craft a policy to fit
your individual needs.
Secure your future
with a North Dakota
Company investing in
North Dakota’s Future.

FARM � HOME � AUTO � RV � MULTI-PERIL CROP � CROP HAIL � HEALTH INSURANCE

Rep. Kary Lindgren
Ashley, ND
288-3813

Kary.Lindgren@fumic.com

Rep. Al Weigel
Wishek/Napoleon
452-2842/754-2665

877-354-2665
In Wishek Tues. & Fri

Steele on Wed. 475-2073
al.weigel@fumic.com

Not all products are underwritten by Farmers Union Insurance

War-torn Ukraine agricultural output diminished

Anatolii Kulibaba, 70, near the Russian border, working again after Russians occupied it. Photo by Olena Lysenko for NPR
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WE DO ITALL

JHL TRUCK SERVICE 

DIESEL MECHANICS 
ENGINE OVERHAULS 
TRANSMISSIONS REBUILT 
REAR ENDS REBUILT 
DIFFERENTIALS REBUILT 
HYDRAULIC REPAIR 
DOT INSPECTIONS 
A/C CHARGING/REPAIR 
GEAR WORK/WET KITS 
OIL CHANGES/SUSPENSIONS 
TRUCKS STRETCHED/PUSHER AXLES 
 

WISHEK, ND � 701-452-2050  M-F : 7:30 A.M. – 5:30 P.M. 

Truck & Trailer  
Bumper to Bumper 
REPAIR

FAMILY OWNED! 
JOHN & CANDICE LAKE, OWNERS 

(COUPLE AT LEFT)  
JOHN III & CANDACE LAKE 

(COUPLE AT RIGHT)   

EXPERT REPAIR 
FAIR PRICING 
SERVICE CALLSEATON CUSTOM HOSES! 

Our Eaton Hose Machine Does it All!

FAMILY 
OWNED 

PROFESSIONALLY 

OPERATED!

We donate a  
percentage of 

each Oil Change 
to the Wishek 

Lions Club Find us on Facebook!
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UKRAINE AG: 
continued from page 5 

 
Ukraine is widely ac-

knowledged as a low-cost 
grain producer. International 
cost of production compar-
isons (See, for example: far-
mdoc daily,  March 4, 
2022; July 21, 2021) suggest 
Ukrainian farms have sub-
stantially lower per-acre 
costs and higher returns than 
producers in other major 
grain exporting countries. 
This allows Ukraine to com-
pete in the most price-sensi-
tive export markets, 
particularly those in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa. Losing Ukrainian 
grain production to the war 
is costly because this pro-
duction can only be replaced 
with higher cost commodi-
ties from other production 
regions. 

Changes in Expecta-
tions for Ukraine Corn and 
Wheat Production 

To understand how ex-
pectations about Ukrainian 
crop production and exports 
have changed since the start 
of the war, consider projec-
tions made by the USDA in 
the world corn and wheat 
balance sheets published 
each month as part of the 
World Agricultural Supply 
and Demand Estimates 
(WASDE) report. WASDE 
estimates may be an incom-
plete picture of conditions 
on the ground in Ukraine at 
any given moment. How-
ever, they are constructed 
consistently across time so 
that changes in these esti-
mates represent a good ap-
proximation of changes in 
market-level expectations. 

 The USDA publishes 
initial projections for the 
global grain balance sheet in 
May prior to the start of the 
marketing year. (i.e. Fore-
casts for the 2022/23 mar-
keting year that begins 
September 1, 2022 were 
published in May 2022.) 
Production estimates are 
typically finalized by the fol-
lowing May and other bal-
ance sheet quantities are 
finalized by the December 
following the marketing 
year. (i.e. May 2023 and De-
cember 2023 for the 2022/23 
marketing year.) In between, 
forecasts vary as available 
data and expectations 
change. 

Export projections for 
2022/23 have increased sub-
stantially from initial levels 
first reported in May 2022. 
USDA initially projected 
corn exports for 2022/23 of 
9 million metric tons for 
corn and 10 million metric 
tons for wheat. This would 
have been a decline of 
roughly two-thirds and one-
half of past long-run levels, 
respectively. While these ini-
tial predictions appear par-
ticularly dire with hindsight, 
it should be noted that export 
movement of Ukrainian 
grain had ground to a near 
halt at the time these fore-
casts were made. In July 
2022, Russia and Ukraine 
agreed to reopen some 
Ukrainian Black Sea ports 
for maritime grain ship-
ments. This Black Sea Grain 
Initiative has facilitated sub-
stantial export activity and 
improved expectations about 
the quantity of Ukrainian 
grain exports in 2022/23, es-
pecially for corn. 

Since the summer of 
2022, Ukraine export projec-
tions for 2022/23 have in-
creased dramatically. 
Prospects for improved ex-
port logistics along with in-
creased production estimates 
discussed above have led to 
higher 2022/23 export pro-
jections with corn increasing 
13.5 million metric tons to 
22.5 million metric tons and 
wheat increasing 3.5 million 
metric tons to 13 million 
metric tons. High Ukrainian 
corn exports put a dent in 
overall global feed grain 
market tightness; an addi-
tional 13.5 million metric 
tons of corn exports repre-
sents roughly 7% of global 
corn trade. 

Data provided by the 
USDA Economic Research 
Service suggest grain move-
ment from Ukraine under the 
Black Sea Grain Initiative 
appears to have been fo-
cused to some degree on 
corn rather than wheat (See: 
Figure 8 in Wheat Outlook: 
January 2023). Initial move-
ment under the initiative 
sought to clear the backlog 
of corn stocks during the Au-
gust to October period where 
wheat exports would typi-
cally dominate. 

Expectations regarding 
the size of Ukraine grain in-
ventories were also affected 
by the war, increasing sub-
stantially following the 
Russian invasion in Febru-
ary 2022. Ukraine’s agricul-
tural economy is highly 
export oriented, with very 
low stocks levels typical at 
the time just prior to harvest. 
Old-crop corn ending stocks 
forecasts jumped from about 
1.5 million to... 

MEIDINGER APPLIANCE
24 N CENTENNIAL ST. � WISHEK, ND � 701-452- 7895 � 701-659-0567  � MON-FRI 10 AM TO 5 PM 

� Whirlpool � Maytag
� Kitchen Aid � Amana
� Frigidaire � Crosley
� GE � Speed Queen

See Vince 
Meidinger for service,

free delivery & 
installation!
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Shop 
Local!  
We take pride  
in our customer 

service! 

24-Hr Emergency Service 
Full Service Pharmacy 
Personal Consultation 
Med. Synch Program 
FREE Local Delivery 
Kodak Photo Kiosk 

Specialty Vitamins 
Giftware  

Toys 
Greeting Cards 

Home Decor 
Clothing 

Wishek Drug 

Independent & Locally Owned! 

LEE & CARLA AIPPERSPACH • WISHEK, ND • 701-452-2368 

Let our in-house pharmacists help you  
with solutions to your healthcare needs!

Wishek 125th 

Books, Cups,  

Clothing,  

Collectibles!

The RIGHT Supplements 
Increase Efficiency & Gain

THREE NUTRITIONISTS ON CALL!

Feed Testing Has Never Been
More Important to Profitability!

Let us analyze your feed & recommend the
proper nutrition that makes dollars & sense!

ASHLEY FEEDSTORE

Ashley Feedstore • Scot & Crystal Schaunaman, owners
625 5th Ave • NW • Ashley, ND • 701-288-2393

GATES • PANELS • FEED BUNKS • CREEP FEEDERS • CALF CATCHERS • MINERAL FEEDERS • BOTTOMLESS FEED BUNKS • FENCING SUPPLIES • STEEL PICNIC TABLES

We’ll put Dollars

in your pocket!

PICK UP OR TIMELY ON FARM DELIVERY • CALL 701-288-2393

... 7 million metric tons 
following the start of the 
war. New-crop corn ending 
stocks estimates were simi-
larly high, reaching a peak of 
12 million metric tons. Bet-
ter than anticipated grain ex-
port movement has since 
dropped 2022/23 corn end-
ing stocks estimates to just 
3.4 million metric tons, 
much closer to long-run lev-
els. 

For wheat, the rise in 
projected old-crop ending 
stocks following the start of 
the war was like corn, but 
slightly smaller in absolute 
magnitude. Wheat ending 
stocks for 2021/22 rose from 
about 2 million to 6 million 
metric tons. New-crop end-
ing-stocks estimates were 
similar to final old-crop lev-
els but have since declined. 
However, the drop in fore-
casted wheat ending stocks 
is much less dramatic than 
the change for corn. When 
and how Ukraine reduces 
stocks to long-run levels re-
mains an outstanding ques-
tion. 

Changes in Ukrainian 
agricultural production in 
the past year illustrate the se-

vere impacts of war on mar-
ket volatility. In the immedi-
ate aftermath of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, agricul-
tural commodity prices 
soared. (See:  farmdoc 
daily, March 7, 2022) The 
May 2022 corn futures price 
for old-crop delivery in-
creased by $1.32 per bushel 
or 19% between February 24 
and April 18. Old-crop May 
2022 wheat futures price in-
creased by $2.36 per bushel 
or 27% over the same pe-
riod, briefly touching a high 
of over 13.60 per bushel in 
early March. Since the 
Spring of 2022, prices have 
moderated with current old-
crop futures prices near 
those levels observed prior 
to the start of the war. The 
combination of improved 
prospects for Ukrainian ex-
ports and production re-
sponses elsewhere have 
cooled the market, though 
current price levels remain 
high in historic terms. In 
general, the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative appears to have 
had a significant impact on 
the market’s perceptions of 
the global supply and de-
mand balance. 

Moderating prices and 
increased Ukrainian exports 
do not imply the impact of 
the Russia-Ukraine war is 
over. First, the situation on 
the ground remains tenuous. 
The ability for Ukrainian ex-
ports to flow from Ukrainian 
Black Sea ports is limited by 
the continued maintenance 
of an agreement between the 
warring states. The Black 
Sea Grain Initiative has been 
continued in 120-day inter-
vals but there is no guarantee 
Russia will agree to allow 
further exports the next time 
the agreement is due for re-
newal in March 2023. 

Going forward, corn 
and wheat markets will bal-
ance the supply response to 
high prices occurring in 
other major production re-
gions with continued war-in-
duced supply losses in 
Ukraine. Prospects for 2023 
Ukrainian production may 
be poorer than in 2022 and 
much more uncertain. 
Ukraine’s 2022 wheat crop 
was already planted prior to 
the start of the war. Logistics 
required to get necessary 
agricultural inputs like seed 
and fertilizer to Ukrainian 
farms may be more difficult 
now than in 2022 when 
some inputs were already on 
farms prior to the invasion. 
Finally, the market must also 
consider how elevated 
Ukrainian grain stocks will 
be incorporated into the 
world market if peace does 
break out. All these factors 
point to continued market 
volatility in the year ahead. 

 

A Ukrainian soldier watches a tractor plow a field in 
March near Kyiv, Ukraine.
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by Dylan Bender 
      When the phone rings, it's almost al-
ways an emergency. Donald Rohrbach of 
A-1 Ag Repair in Wishek is one of those 
guys that keeps farmers farming amidst a 
frenetic push to get planting done or the 
harvest in the bin. 
      Wear and tear is a natural part of the 
life cycle of all things mechanical. 
Equipment related to agriculture, whether 
it be tractors, semis, attachments or small 
engines, repairs are a part of owning the 
machine. The lifespan of these machines 
is based on many different variables; 
amount of use on the machine, the 
weather conditions the machine is oper-
ated in, frequency of maintenance, and 

many other factors. 
      Most farm equipment lifespans are 
measured in hours of operation. The av-
erage lifespan is hard to place with deal-
ers like John Deere stating 4,000 hours is 
around average, with many other organi-
zations out there saying that with proper 
maintenance newer machines have the 
potential to last up to 12,000 hours.  
      As the technology around agriculture 
continues to advance, so do the compli-
cations that come along with the repairs. 
That's where the guys who keep things 
moving come into the picture, wizards 
like Donald Rohrbach. Diesel mechanics 
are his specialty. 
      He learned the trade between a de-

gree and training at the North Dakota 
State College of Science, and years of 
real-world, hands-on, experience before 
and after the fact.  
      He deals with a lot of the surprise is-
sues. There are mechanical mysteries to 
be solved. It demands creative-thinking 
at times. Imagine dealing with a diesel 
Rubik's Cube with the clock running and 
a nervous farmer breathing down your 
neck, because every minute on the side-
lines is a dollar lost.  
      Sometimes you get jobs that no one 
else wants. For instance, John Deere's In-
finitely Variable Transmission (IVT), a 
notoriously difficult rebuild, is just one 
recent notch in Donald's belt. The repair 

is so challenging, it's tough to find a me-
chanic to take it on, and the cost differ-
ence between repair and replacement, an 
oft-recommended solution, can be tens of 
thousands of dollars.  
      Rohrbach crushed it. It's a source of 
some pride. “It's out in the field today,” 
he said.  
      Every year presents unique chal-
lenges. The description of this one might 
have come with some expletives from 
impatient farmers. “People usually start 
bringing early but this year with the snow 
was bad for getting things in because 
people just couldn't get equipment out,” 
Rohrbach said. 
 

� SCRAP IRON 
� CARS, TRUCKS

� ALUMINUM CANS 
� COPPER, BRASS

MARTELL’S SALVAGE, INC.

HUGE SELECTION OF USED PARTS 
FOR CAR, PICKUP, TRUCK & TRACTOR 

WE BUY:

Late
Model or
Vintage
Parts!

We haul scrap
and clean up
farm yards!

Martells, Inc.  
WISHEK ND � 701.452.2339 

AVAILABLE AT:
• Ashley Feedstore

Ashley, ND • 288-2393 

• No-Dak Ranch & Home Supply
Linton, ND • 701-254-4200

• Central Dakota Frontier Cooperative
Hazelton, ND • 701-782-6222

• 1/4 Circle Maternity Pen

No job too big, David Parker 
working on a semi truck engine.

Under pressure, A1 keeps farmers in the fields
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New to
Medicare?

FREE Medicare
Exam from AMC

AMC Clinic offers “Welcome to Medicare” exams. This is a one-
time preventative physical exam that
needs to be done within 12 months of
your Medicare Part B enrollment.
Cost: You pay nothing for the Wel-
come to Medicare Visit. Your annual
deductible and Part B coinsurance is
waived. Call to schedule your exam
today (701) 288-3448.

WISHEK SAUSAGE
THERE’S A
REASON
FOLKS

TRAVEL SO
FAR FOR
WISHEK

SAUSAGE!  

IT’S THE BEST!
Making Wishek Famous since 1909!
Stan's Supermarket in Wishek, ND is your family-owned and operated

neighborhood grocery store that is nationally known
for our delicious, homemade Wishek Sausage! Our
special sausage is made from an old-fashioned secret
recipe that has been used since 1909. Wishek
Sausage is the finest homemade sausage in the
state—it's what makes Wishek, ND famous!

(701) 452-2351 • WISHEK, ND

We take orders!
Great Gift Idea!
Visit: wisheksausage.net

We are able to ship your special
order to any of the lower 48 states!

Grab some  Famous Wishek Sausage  when you’re here  for the 125th!

 
       He's keeping especially busy with service calls amidst 
the mad rush to get into the fields. “Normally the calls and 
shop work are about 50/50 but right now I do a lot of farm 
calls,” he said. He keeps going so farmers keep going. 
Donald's right hand man is David Parker. His wife, 
LaDonna, handles the books. A1 Ag Repair can be reached 
at 701-202-5938 or found at 3909 85th St. SE Wishek, ND. 

This John Deere’s tractor IVT transmission was rebuilt by Donald Rohrbach.Transmission under construction.

John Deere's Infinitely Variable Transmission (IVT).

Donald Rohrbach working on his John Deere tractor.Donald Rohrbach on the job.



REDHEAD PUBLISHING’S 2023 SPRING AG OUTLOOK 11B

,12635-46/5
%0� !6�.40
'&!('%&"(%�(�$&#(' 
��FORIT;RNOLB=T%MSPAB,?QNOKMATEKPT2SQ-NH
��>MNJLQOSTEMBT?RR@TRPT3SOQLTFJPDQGSH
��#JOISPDRPCNT2RRNST:KLLT*T:K6SPALQNNH
��7RKNST4S@JGOKRMH
� EOOKGTEIILKGQOKRMNH
��FJISP6T4T�QLJSHT+<=T)<TQM@T(<TEIILKGQOKRMNH
� !PQMNDRPCTET.PQDOBT9QPQASTRPT3QG5KMSTF5S@T>MORTQT;RCDRPOQ6LST?RP-TFIQGSH
��$SSIT0RJPT>GST8RJNSTFRT?QPC=T0RJʼLLT7S/SPT8Q/STORT9RT8RCSH
��7S1T;RMNOPJGOKRM'T&SDRPSTO5ST.PB1QLLT9RSNT I=T"JOTFIPQBT:RQCT>MH

(4005*25)3#4/5)35+115&3$5,.5%4/25.35*215+��4/5'34 5,-2"04.!3-
-7�468

9546"�8/72328
)895!&5%4$8
/7 #763(

+'99

910,.
*091

&.#"$635)(
,12635-46/*5++'

�0 12-
,+!*1&$3-+*3
74685/%84/57

�0,.2
7468)'68675(
"0.132#



REDHEAD PUBLISHING’S 2023 SPRING AG OUTLOOK12B

We can’t... 

PREVENT YOUR DENT!
WE CAN FIX IT!

Wishek CollisionWishek Collision
GLASS & RESTORATIONGLASS & RESTORATION

317 Beaver Avenue • Wishek, ND • 452-4603

� Insurance Claims 
� Collision Repair
� Truck Accessories
� Spray-in Bedliner
� Glass Repair
� Complete Restoration

Dust Free Semi-Downdraft
Paint Booth for Pro Finishes.

Darrell & Kristie Peterson OWNERS

See our expanded, modern facilityfor unrivaledquality and service!

Computer paint matching and mixing!

But...

And a whole lot more!

The area’s 

most advanced

auto body 

repair and

restoration!

Windshield
Repair


